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Summary :  The  intervention wil l  focus on univers ity  cooperat ion as an important  too l  to  

help  promote reconc il ia t ion between young people divided by conf l ic ts  (such as in the  

Middle East  and in the Balkans) .  Th is  cooperat ion wi l l  a lso  be v iewed as an essent ia l  means  

of  contr ibuting to  intercultura l  and  interfa ith  dialogue.  The presentat ion wil l  provide an 

opportunity  to  present  respect ive experiences  in this  f ie ld ,  focused in  part icular on the  

Middle East  and Balkans .  There wi l l  be considered commitment to  foster ing rec iproca l   

knowledge and  respect ,  both on a  nat ional  and on an international  l eve l .  There fore  to  

analyze the  roles o f  educat ion and  Academic  Inst itut ions as cruc ia l  tools of  publ ic  d iplomacy  

in act ion for young people.  Too ls which,   f rom each country ’s  domest ic  perspect ive,  are a lso  

vehic les of  integrat ion for an e f f ect ive management o f  cultural  and re l ig ious.  

 

 

Introduction 

 

One of the basic challenges for the XXI Century is international peace and development 

in the light of the new world balance. Today, there are problems that can only be 

solved by action at the global level. New strategic thinking is required to approach 

global issues and advance “global public goods”.  Consequently, international 

communities must become protagonists of a new strategy to intervene in crisis areas 

and to promote peace, development, a strategy based on realistic and effective foreign 

common policy.  
 

Such a strategy must include the collaborative efforts of diplomatic, economic and 

peace forces actions, while being rooted in the common goal of development of a 

strong cooperation culture of solidarity capable of understanding local needs and 

providing quick and efficient solutions that are at once professional and respectful of 

human dignity. 

 

New problems when addressed with new sensibilities can lead to truly effective 

solutions. Such a strategy must rely on cultural expertise and include expert 

knowledge of the theoretical elements of crisis and development management, and the 

capability to understand the real comprehensive needs of the populations, and their 

historical and cultural roots in order to give effective answers to them and to promote 

peace and development even in the first phases of the interventions.  
 

 

 

 



University Cooperation and Humanitarian Crises 
 

A competent and comprehensive response requires a multidisciplinary approach. In 

every university cooperation programme for peace it is necessary to take into account 

that the objective of an action aiming to analyse the situations must  take into 

consideration the cultural context, in order to advance the technical and cultural 

objectives of the cooperation. 

Universities can play a significant role in this new strategy, if they build partnerships 

with other relevant actors, including international organizations, diplomacy, peace 

forces and NGOs. Universities should not act as an elite, far removed from real 

problems and challenges.  On the contrary, universities and their faculty should be 

engaged in the field and share their expertise and knowledge as well as learn from 

other actors. 

 

The traditional “academic collaboration”  is distinct from the “university cooperation for 

peace and development” understood as a strategy of action aimed to build a more 

developed and peaceful society. In fact, university cooperation needs to manage and deal 

with a double problem of independence in order to face the challenges to which it is 

called: from one side, it has to tackle the problem of research, didactics and operational 

services naturally built into the academic structure; from the other, it has to deal with 

the necessity of reconciling technical-scientific interventions, that must be tailored to 

the real demands of the local populations whose needs become are gradually 

discovered as the project proceeds.   

 

When we speak about university cooperation  we don’t refer only to the exchange of 

lecturers and researchers - which is usually the objective of traditional forms of 

academic collaboration - although this kind of activity may be very useful. University 

cooperation implies  a more general strategy based on both analysis and action, of 

training and research in the field, of cooperation among the academy and civil 

institutions, diplomats and international organizations, volunteers and peace forces, in 

order to provide support in both the prevention and solution of crisis promoting future 

development.  

-----------------------------  

Presentation of University Cooperation Programmes in the Middle East and Balkans 

(power points)  

 


