CAUCASUS ARMENIA – UNIVERSITY COOPERATION PROGRAM
PROMOTING PEACE IN “COMPLEX” HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
EARTHQUAKE IN ARMENIA AND FIRST HUMANITARIAN AID PROGRAM
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The conflict situation in the Caucasus between Armenia and Azerbaigian arises from afar. When in
1988/89 we intervened for humanitarian aid following the catastrophe of the earthquake, the
situation was already complex. To a natural catastrophe were added the collapse of the Soviet Union
and conflicts in the crisis zone on the borders not only with Azerbaijan but also with tensions with
Turkey. We worked a lot with the Armenian authorities to rebuild the destroyed town of Spitak, the
epicenter of the earthquake, giving them a roof with the Italian Village built by the Italian Civil
Protection. Personally, I was in charge of coordinating the humanitarian aid part for the ICU Center
for Mothers and Children. Let us not forget this Region of the world and the drama that the civilian
population suffers from these forgotten conflicts. University cooperation can go a long way!
The training of the new generations of university students must have a theoretical but also a
practical approach to crisis situations, not receive information provided only by the media so as to
replace professors with journalists who have another type of approach to the issues of humanitarian
emergencies. The academicians and the university student must analyze the causes but at the same
time participate in the consequences of the crises with analysis and action through university
cooperation programs for peace. It is my hope today that a war is being fought in the Caucasus
which has already caused so many victims. The earthquake was for me an opportunity for help and
knowledge of their suffering.

